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Speech,Language, Pathologist

SPECIAL EDUCATIONSPECIAL EDUCATIONSPECIAL EDUCATION
Speech and Language Pathologists work within schools to assess,

diagnose, and treat speech, language, communication, and swallowing
disorders in children. They work with a broad range of difficulties across

different age ranges. When making decisions, they use a variety of
methods and approaches to draw conclusions  in the best interest of

the child and family. They may work in schools, hospitals, universities, or
privately.

Education → M.A or M.S in Speech, Language, Pathology or Communication Disorders

Reading Specialist

Occupational Therapist

Reading specialists support struggling readers by assessing their needs
and capabilities. Oftentimes, they provide direct intervention to
students and provide coaching to teachers in literacy strategies.

Reading specialists often utilize data and observations to measure
success and determine where additional support is needed. 

     Education → M.A in Teaching or in Reading & Literacy

Occupational therapists work with students, often with disabilities, to
provide support to their academic, motor, sensory, and self-care skills.
OT’s focus on supporting fine motor skills needed for classrooms such
as handwriting or operating scissors. They may also support students
with self-care skills such as utilizing the bathroom or feeding oneself.

They work to assist students with physical skills needed in school
settings in order to enhance academic and social skills. 

     Education → Master of Occupational Therapy (MOT) or Doctorate of Occupational
Therapy (OTD) 
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SPECIAL EDUCATIONSPECIAL EDUCATIONSPECIAL EDUCATION
Gifted & Talented Teacher

Professionals working in gifted and talented education are specialized
instructors that support students with enhanced and exceptional

capabilities. They are tasked with delivering high quality, enriching, and
intellectually stimulating content to students.

     Education → Bachelor’s Degree + Teaching Credential

SPED Aide, Teacher, Coordinator

Behavior Specialist / Therapist

There are multiple positions within Special Education classrooms. SPED
aides will provide support to students and teachers by assisting in

transitions, activities, and supervising. SPED teachers provide tailored
instruction and support to students with a variety of disabilities to
ensure an equal access to education while following Individualized

Education Plans (IEPs). Both aides and teachers work closely to foster
inclusive, supportive, and welcoming environments for learning. 

     Education → Bachelor’s and/or M.A in Special Education + Credential

Behavioral Specialists work with children to assess and manage behavior
to improve social functioning and emotional regulation. Through direct
observation, assessment, and intervention, they support students with

skill development needed to have appropriate behavioral and emotional
regulation. 

     Education → Bachelor’s in Psychology/Education, Masters in Special Education or related
field, licensure for Applied Behavior Analysis (depending on position)
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